Closing Speech for the Crown.
The Attorney-General
Armstrong. Let me read it to you. ee I went and found her in
bed; she told me she had been vomiting; she complained of
abdominal pains. I examined her abdomen, and found it intensely
painful en slight pressure; it was not swollen, but contracted;
there were no signs of organic disease in the stomach. I examined
her heart, and there was a pre-systolic murmur/' &c. " Her
anxiety was to get better." "We know that during the last four
days of her life the paralysis increased, and she was quite unable
to take any food. I am willing on this, perhaps, to assume little;
but it is of great importance to show that those symptoms were
acute on the 16th, that they had existed and had recurred. It is
said by Armstrong that he did not know she was going to die
until Dr. Hincks told him so on the Monday. Dr. Hincks's state-
ment is that he told him on the 18th, which, if I recollect rightly,
would be Friday. He says he told him on Friday, and there is
no doubt that from this time (for this is agreed between us, these
last four days) she was lying helpless, and the evidence of Dr.
Hincks, I submit to you, is of greater value and of greater weight
than I think anybody else's evidence, because you have got the
evidence of a man, a trusted physician, who was seeing her and
observing her day by day.
No attack can be made on Dr. Hincks. No one doubts his
ability, his experience, his judgment, his reliability which he
exercised in the course of the illness of which he tells us. Did she
take it herself? A religious woman, a virtuous woman; anxious,
as Dr. Hincks tells us, to recover; and it is suggested that this
woman committed suicide; that she had at some time on the 16th.
February taken the arsenic and poisoned herself. She was still
able to speak; she was a person for whom they had no anxiety.
Armstrong himself said, speaking of this very time; "Did
you get anxious about your wife's suicidal tendency?—A. No.
Q. So that from the time she became bedridden down to the time
of her death, the anxiety you had in August, 1920, did not recur
to you?—A. No." What is the suggestion of suicide? In August
you know Mr. Chevalier had suggested that he (Armstrong) should
put razors, and so on, away, Mr. Chevalier being a person who
had come to his friend's house. He said that in case of delusions,
and I suppose any one of us would be anxious to do something or
make some suggestion and would say, " Well, if the person has
delusions, be careful,'5 but you will remember the evidence, that
nobody attached any importance of any kind to the matter of
August, but when you come to February this case of suicide depends
on this. It was said by one of the witnesses that she said going
up to the attic, *' If anybody jumped out of that window would
they kill themselves? " What does that mean? A mere observa-
tion which depends entirely on circumstances and the occasion on
which it is. made. Does it mean " I am going to com.Tn.Tt suicide
and want to find a way to commit suicide "? Do you attach
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